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Transcribers note: Most declarations for War Pensions are totally missing the 
character of the soldier. Not the irrepressible Abijah Sessions. At age 79 he must 
have honed this story of his teenage adventures with thousands retelling. His gifts 
as a storyteller manage to break through the necessary legalesse as his deposition 
progresses. His adventures in New York are particularly compelling.  
 
Transcribed by Jeanne Allan 1983 from xerox’s received from the National Archives. Abridged in March 2007. 
 
Who is Abijah Sessions and how is he related to Jillian & Melinda Kaun? 
Jillian Hope9 & Melinda Joy9 Kaun, Margaret Grace8 Allan, John Foster7 Allan, Florence May5 Foster, Charles Mattoon4 
Foster, Charles May3 Foster, Louise2 Sessions, Abijah1 Sessions 
 

What he had to say: 
 
On this 26th day of September 1832 personally appeared Abijah SESSIONS of the 

Town of Union,  State of Connecticut, aged seventy nine years, who being first duly sworn according 
to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration: 
 
That he entered the military service of the United States and served where stated below. 
 
1st tour.  Soon after the battle of Lexington about the 19th of April 1775, I entered the 
service of the United States as a volunteer. I was then a resident of Union and belonged to a 
Company of what was then called Minutemen to be in readiness to march at a minutes warning. As 
soon as news of the Lexington battle arrived I started for Cambridge, Mass., and arrived there the 
day after I left home. I was in a Minuteman Company with my friends Samuel MARCY, Caleb 
BARTON, Simeon WRIGHT, James SPRAGUE. We were quartered at Cambridge and did duty there 
on guard. All was in a state of confusion! I performed all the duty required of me until the alarm 
had subsided. We then returned home to Union having served from 2 to 3 days.  
 
2nd tour.  Very shortly after my return home, in the month of May 1775, I enlisted for seven 
months as a sergeant in a Company of State Troops. Our Regiment was commanded by Col., 
afterwards Major General PUTNAM. I was enlisted by Ensign James SPRAGUE, who furnished me 
with enlisting orders and I immediately enlisted a number of other men. We then marched to 
Cambridge and there joined our Company and Regiment. We were employed in building a Fort on 
what was then called Binter(?) Hill and were there stationed.  
 
On the day of the Battle of Bunker Hill in June 1775 a detachment from our Company was to march 
to Bunker Hill, I was in this detachment. We marched about one half mile and met the American 
troops on the retreat. We then returned to our quarters on Binter (?) Hill. About the first of July, 



I believe the third day, which was on Sunday, it was announced that General WASHINGTON was 
coming to take command of the army and that all that were not on duty were ordered out to receive 
him. We were paraded in Cambridge Street for some time when it was announced that he arrived at 
his quarters by some route not expected. We were then dismissed and went to our quarters. The 
same afternoon General WASHINGTON came into the camp, which was the first time I had ever 
seen him. I continued in the service at Cambridge the whole seven months and when our tour of 
enlistment was out, we were by General PUTNAM requested to stay longer until some new recruits 
should come in and supply our places. I was then well acquainted with General PUTNAM having been 
brought up in his neighborhood. At his request about all of us in our Company staid about one month 
longer and were then discharged, and returned home the latter part of January 1776.  
 
3rd tour.  In a few days after my return from the last tour, about the first of February 1776, 
1 was called upon as a Minuteman and immediately marched again to Cambridge and served until the 
first of April 1776. I performed this tour of two months at Cambridge. During this period a party 
of the Americans went to Dorchester and erected breastworks on Dorchester Heights. Soon after 
the British evacuated Boston. I was there in Cambridge and saw the British ships sail out from 
Boston Harbor. After this most of the militia and volunteers were discharged or allowed to go 
home, and I returned home sometime in April having served two months at least. From April 1775 to 
April 1776 I was constantly engaged in the service and in going and returning home. My time was so 
taken up that I did no other business and could not have engaged in any other business but the 
whole year was devoted to the service of my Country. 
 
4th tour.  On the evening of the 20th of June 1776 I received a commission from Governor 
TRUMBULL, the governor of Connecticut, as an ensign in a Company he then raised  to join the 
Connecticut Army. Having had previous notice of my appointment I had commenced enlisting men 
and the week following I marched with the men I had enlisted for New York City and there joined 
the army. On leaving Union I marched through the towns of Ashford, Mansfield and Windham to 
Norwich and from Norwich we went by water to New York in a sloop.  
 
On our arrival at New York we joined our Regiment and was quartered in Broad Street for a few 
weeks.  
 
While in New York I was engaged in preparing a “fire ship” to blow up a tender* attached to the 
British Flag Ship. We prepared a fireship and a soldier of our Regiment who had been a sailor took 
command of the said fireship and succeeded in blowing up the tenders. He escaped with his life 
having been badly burnt.  
 
While in New York our duties were very arduous, the British Fleet being at the Narrows in plain 
sight. They were expected everyday to make an attack. 
 
On the 20th of August a detachment of the army went over to Long Island. I was in the 
detachment. We landed in Brooklin erected some breastworks and there encamped. Soon after I 
was in a detachment which marched to Flat Bush to keep guard. One detachment was on guard 24 
hours, then off 24 hours and then on guard again - which we continued about 48 hours until the 
battle commenced.  
 
While we were on guard we were constantly exposed to the cannon shots of the British who kept up 
a constant fire upon us. The balls generally passed over our heads, and cut off the limbs of trees. 
Col. BROADHEAD of Maryland was dangerously wounded and carried off the ground in a litter. 



About the dawn of day were ordered to prepare for action, marched out of the woods into an open 
field when we were attacked by the British. We then fell back a little to the left into the woods, 
but soon again came in sight of the British.  
 
We retreated in great confusion directly in front of the British lines, so near that we could hear 
the words of command from the British Officers. On hearing the words "ready, aim" we would fall 
to the ground and lie until they fired, then up and continue our retreat!   
 
The British advanced and drove the rest of the American forces to the left down to a creek where 
we had no other way of escape except by swimming the creek. One of my men was drowned by my 
side. I was helped out by another who was a little in advance. My commission was in my jacket and 
now shows the marks of being wet at that time. I lost my gun in the creek. By order of Gen'l 
PUTNAM I returned that night to the creek with some men and took out several dead bodies, and 
some guns,  
 
I was then sick and unable to do any more duty until the army left the city and encamped on 
Valentine Hill. I continued in the army and was in a skirmish at Morressena.     
 
I was also in several scouting parties and was in the battle at White Plains which lasted nearly all 
day and many men were killed.  
 
We then marched to marched to North River when a part of the army crossed the River and a part 
went up the River to Peekskill. I was with those that went up the river. We were there employed in 
guarding stores. I continued here until our time expired which was the 25th of Dec 1776. But at 
the urgent solicitation of General WASHINGTON, myself with many others continued in the 
service on after a month guarding the stores, there being no other troops then to take our places 
when our term expired. I was then discharged and returned home where I arrived some time in Feb 
1777. 
 
5th tour.  In the year 1777 the Legislature of Connecticut by a resolve, embodied all the under 
the age of 60 years and a Company was organized in each town. I was enrolled in the Company of 
Union and I was chosen orderly sergeant. This corps were liable to be drafted for short tours of 
duty as necessity required.  
 
I was drafted the first of July 1779 f or a tour of duty at New London for two months and went to 
New London and belonged to a Company commanded by Capt. SIKES. I continued in the service at 
New London as a sargent one month. There being more troops there than were wanted about one 
half of them were discharged. We drew lots to ascertain who should be discharged. I was one to be 
discharged and was accordingly discharged after having served one month.  
 
Answers to Questions  
I was born in Pomfret in the County of Windham and State of Connecticut on the 2nd day of June 
1759.   
I moved into the town of Union in 1774 and lived in said town of Union when called into the service 
and have lived in said Union ever since. 
 
Abijah SESSIONS 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 



Declaration by Hannah SESSIONS 
 

On this 22nd day of November AD 1836 personally appeared before Rodolphin 
WOODWORTH, Esq., Judge of Probate for the District of Stafford in the said State of 
Connecticut and County of Tolland, Hannah SESSIONS, a resident of the town of Union in said 
District aged 82 years who being first dully sworn according to law doth on her oath make the 
following declaration:  

 
That she is the widow of Abijah SESSIONS late of Union who was a Sergeant and Ensign in the 
Army of the Revolution and she further declares that she was married to the said Abijah 
SESSIONS on the 5th day of February AD 1778 and that her said husband the aforesaid Abijah 
SESSIONS died at said Union on the 22nd day of May AD 1834 
 
Hannah SESSIONS 
 
Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year above written before me Rodolphin WOODWORTH  
Judge of Probate for Stafford District  
In presence of  
 
Rodolphin WOODWORTH  
Joanna D. SESSIONS 
 

I further certify that I have been well acquainted with aforesaid Hannah SESSIONS, the 
late wife of Abijah SESSIONS aforesaid late of said Union, deceased,  She is a venerable and 
worthy old woman, and sustains a fair character for truth and veracity - I also know from my own 
personal knowledge that her late husband the said Abijah SESSIONS late of said Union, deceased, 
died on the 22nd day of May AD 1834 at said town of Union. 

 
Rodolphin WOODWORTH 
Judge of Probate for Stafford District 
 
 

Abijah SESSIONS of Union Ct and Hannah MAY** of South Brimfield were joined together in the 
bond of wedlock Feb 5th 1778. 
Town Clerk Office, Union, Connecticut,  November 22nd 1836.  
the foregoing is a true copy taken form the record. 
Attest, Nathaniel NEWELL, Town Clerk. 
 
* a tender is a smallish boat that ferries people and goods between a large ship and shore. 
 
** Florence May Foster Allan (Jillian’s great grandmother who was also born on Feb. 17th) got her 
Middle name of “May” from Hannah May. 


